
 
 
 

 
  

Mental Health Funding & Policy Committee  
Meeting Minutes 

January 7, 2009 
 

1300 17th Street, Suite 1000 
Sacramento, CA  95811 

  (916) 445-8749  
 

Attendants: Larry Poaster, Tom Greene, Rusty Selix, Patricia Ryan, Don Kingdon, Stephanie Welch, 
Wayne Clark, Richard Van Horn, Dede Ranahan, Mark Heilman, Stacey Hiramoto, Sheri Whitt, 
Beverly Whitcomb, Matt Lieberman, Ann Collentine, Vivian Lee, Jose Oseguera, Janna Lowder 
(staff) 
 

Agenda Item Discussion/ Action Individual 
Responsible 

I.  Welcome / 
Introductions 

 
 Both Co-Chairs extended a warm 

welcome to all attendees.   
 

 
 
 

 
 Tom 

Greene, 
Larry 
Poaster  

 
II.  January 
Commission Meeting 
Presentation: 
• Draft Letter to the 

Governor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Mental Health 

Funding (i.e. 
Monthly reporting 
and flexibility) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 A draft letter to the Governor was 

handed out to all participants of the 
meeting.   

 Possibly changes were suggested 
and discussed. 

 It was suggested not to use the 
number 200,000 (MHSA provided 
services to over 200,000 people) due 
to the potential questions this 
number could raise.  After further 
discussion the committee agreed to 
keep the number 200,000 in the 
letter. 

 
 The role of the Commission at 

budget hearings was discussed. 
 The process for the Commission in 

taking formal positions on mental 
health issues was discussed. 

 Discussion on monthly financial 
reporting and possibly formats. 

 Don Kingdon suggested that the 
May process report could be a 
possible template for monthly 
reporting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Tom 

Greene, 
Larry 
Poaster 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Don 
Kingdon 
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• Panel Presentation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Mark Heilman commented on the 
complexity of the May process 
report.      

 Discussion on obtaining a written 
response from DMH to the January 
Presentation. 

 CMHDA has drafted a memo 
regarding the steps taken and what 
DMH has tentatively agreed to. 

 Tom Greene suggested that the 
Committee would need to 
coordinate with CMHDA on these 
efforts. 

 Stacie Hiramoto commented on the 
issues of flexibility and the term 
“two-tiered”.  She expressed the 
importance of counties to continue 
to provide services to new people. 

 Stephanie Welch presented the 
CMHDA memo and explained how 
it addresses the requests made 
during the November committee 
meeting.  The memo provides 
clarification on how services can be 
provided based on individual need 
and that the local planning process 
can define priority based on the 
county needs. 

 CMHDA will be sending a formal 
position paper to DMH. 

 
 Larry Poaster states that the intent of 

this presentation is for an open 
discussion on what the fiscal climate 
is for counties, what the basic issues 
are and what are possible next steps. 

 Wayne Clark states the counties are 
functioning on the assumptions of 
what DMH agrees to and then using 
these assumptions build budgets. 

 Discussion on flexibility and options 
for counties. 

 Continued discussion on the purpose 
of the presentation.  

 Discussion on the proposed Motion 2 
and if the language needs to be 
changes. 

 Discussion on the two-tiered system 
and different levels of care. 

 A conference call will be scheduled 
with all members participating in the 
panel presentation. 

 Clarification was made on Dr. 
Mayberg’s role in the presentation.  
Dr. Mayberg is not part of the panel 
but is a respondent to the panel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Schedule a 
conference call 
with all panel 
participants. 

 Mark 
Heilman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Tom 
Greene 

 
 

 Stacie 
Hiramoto 

 
 
 

 Stephanie 
Welch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Larry 
Poster 

 
 
 

 Wayne 
Clark 

 
 

 Committee 
Discussion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Janna 
Lowder 
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• Additional Items 

 
 

 
 

 Discussion on fiscal issues and 
volatility of the MHSF. 

 Discussion on Supplantation. 
III. Action Items  
 

  
 Schedule a 

conference call 
with all panel 
participants. 

 
 Janna 

Lowder 
 
 

IV. Adjournment 
 

 
 The February Committee Meeting is 

scheduled for February 18th at 1:30 to 
3:30. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 Tom 

Greene, 
Larry 
Poaster 

 
 


